


Follow us on LinkedIn
linkedin.com/company/heanokill

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/HEANOKILL

Follow us on Instagram
@heanokill

Celebrate Happily Ever Afters
facebook.com/groups/Every.Single.One

Spay & Neuter Resources
facebook.com/groups/spayandneuter

Because of Humanity

JULY 24 – 26
HOUROFLOVE.ORG
SIGN UP TO CUDDLE

JOIN THE MISSION!

OUR WORK
These five pillars guide our mission:

OUR VISION
A world where the life of every companion
animal matters...Every.Single.One.

OUR VALUES

On the cover:
While Green Bay played host to the NFL
Draft, Rowland enjoyed plenty of naps and
snuggle sessions with her foster family. This
little princess found a home of her own
before April was over. She now goes by Indy.
She loves taking as many walks as possible
—and when she gets tired, she simply drops
wherever she is and naps.

LET'S GET SOCIAL!

> Seek to understand
> See what could be
> Raise the bar
> Change lives

> Adoption
> Community Education
> Spay/Neuter
> Rehabilitation
> Sanctuary (lifetime care)

OUR MISSION
To increase humanity's capacity to care for
its companion animals.

As we put this issue of The Companion together, we found ourselves
reflecting on what makes this work feel so meaningful. Again and again, it
came back to one simple idea: everything we do is possible because of
humanity.

This issue highlights that in a new way. Alongside stories of animals
who have found safety and hope, you’ll also see more about how, together,
we’re building something larger—a community that believes caring is a
shared responsibility and that every person can play a role in shaping a
better future for companion animals.

 This realization is written right into our mission—to increase
humanity’s capacity to care for its companion animals. While
expanding HEA’s resources to help animals will always be part of our work,
we’re also growing increasingly aware of what happens when we invest in
the capacity of people—families, neighbors, businesses, volunteers—to
care in new and different ways. Because when compassion grows in every
corner of a community, its impact multiplies far beyond what any
organization can do alone.

These pages are filled with examples of that vision really beginning to
take shape. You’ll read about programs and ideas designed to inspire
collective action, new ways of thinking about animal welfare, and simple
moments of connection that remind us why this mission matters so
much.

Thank you for the many ways you’ve helped bring HEA’s mission to life.
Your generosity, your time, your creativity, and your belief in a more
humane world make all the difference. Whether you’ve fostered a pet,
shared HEA’s work with a friend, or simply kept the mission in your heart,
you’re part of something truly special.

It’s because of humanity—because of you—that this work continues to
move forward, one caring action at a time.

Happy reading!

Marcus Reitz
Editor, The Companion

ANNUAL ICON SALE SEPT 1–15
GREEN BAY, DE PERE, &

SUAMICO LOCATIONS

HIGH-QUALITY, LOW-COST 
FELINE SPAY/NEUTER

SURGERIES—JUST $100
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SCAN FOR SPONSORSHIP PACKET!
As the impact of our mission
grows, so do the financial
demands placed upon HEA's
operations. Check out our
2025/2026 sponsorship packet
by visiting heanokill.org/
communityinvestments.

Each of these community-minded organizations made a

pre-planned sponsorship investment in HEA’s mission

last year—at a level recognized here in The Companion. We

invite you to join us in celebrating these valued partners

for their loyalty and kindness.

INSPIRED BY OUR IMPACT?
We are actively seeking community partners to fulfill

sponsorship opportunities for the balance of 2025. Act

now so your brand can be recognized immediately! When
we partner, you can count on HEA to deliver meaningful
social impact—which is why we’re inviting you to invest.
In return, your brand will be represented with quality,
strategy, and heart. In short, we put a lot of love into the

HEA brand, and we are committed to doing the same for

yours. Let’s connect!

To learn more, scan the QR code to the right or visit the

included URL.

Sponsor Spotlight

Connecting Community
A DAY OF LEARNING, SERVICE, AND IMPACT
When WFRV-TV approached HEA about being a host site for a team of
volunteers as part of Nexstar Media Group’s 29  Annual Founders Day, we
invited their team to experience HEA through learning, service, and impact.
The structure of our proposed engagement would mirror a day-in-the-life of
volunteering at HEA—with a deep dive into HEA’s vision, mission, and values
as an added bonus.

th

They were onboard immediately upon understanding the format. This
collaboration created an opportunity for HEA to invite the community in—
showcasing our mission in action as WFRV-TV employees volunteered side-by-
side with HEA volunteers and staff.

When the doors opened that morning, no one could have predicted how
much would happen in a few hours. What started with a smiling WFRV-TV
employee quietly joking—“Did you just sign us up to pet puppies and
kittens?”—soon grew into a lively day filled with impact. Six animals found
their new families, including a trio of gray kittens adopted together. Visitors
explored HEA’s programs, asked thoughtful questions, and truly saw the heart
behind the work.

In addition to the six dogs and cats who went home that day, a woman who
learned about the open house on social media stopped by and instantly fell in
love with Mary and Mabel, a bonded pair of cats who had waited 222 days to
find a family of their own. She took them home just a few days later—a perfect
example of how this volunteer experience created real, lasting impact for
animals and people alike.

As Abby Cieslewicz, a longtime HEA volunteer and WFRV-TV employee,
shared, “It was incredibly inspiring and heartwarming. My coworkers loved
hearing about HEA’s founding and the intent of the mission statement. Plus,
being in the middle of a live volunteer shift gave them a whole new
understanding of the role HEA and its volunteers play in our community. I
know they left feeling empowered and inspired to make a difference in our
world—that we are humanity and each of us can make an impact.”

Mission accomplished.



CO-AUTHORING THE EXPERIENCE
When corporate volunteers are invited to be co-authors of the
experience—not just participants in a program—the result is more
than help. It’s ownership. It’s pride. It’s community.

That’s what makes the Puppy Bus more than a ride. It’s a vehicle for
something bigger—it’s humanity on wheels.

MISSION FIRST
As we loaded the bus, we noticed that the front

right tire needed air. We stopped immediately, but

the air compressors at two neighboring gas

stations were both broken—as a result our timeline

to reach our first destination was in jeopardy.

Sounds like a strange way to start a volunteer

experience—and yet, June 19, was a very clear

example of humanity in motion.

For the second year in a row, 10 volunteers from

Fox Communities Credit Union (FCCU) joined the

HEA team for a mission-focused corporate

volunteer experience. Partnering once again with

Green Bay Limousine—who generously donated the

use of their party bus—this group did more than

just clock in and lend a hand. They took ownership

from the very beginning. They were the solution.
Before any tails wagged or kisses were given, we

started with the most important part: grounding. A

deep dive into HEA’s vision, mission, and values set

the tone for the experience. What followed was a

road trip—three hours, three community partners,

and 11 puppies ready to love their way through the

day.

WHO DID WHAT?
FCCU identified the locations. They scheduled the

visits. They coordinated logistics. They re-routed

stops when the gas stations’ air compressors

failed. (We were able to get the much-needed air at

the nearby Tires Plus location—thank you to the

kind man in the shop who pumped up the tire.) And

every FCCU volunteer took personal responsibility

for introducing “their” puppy to the people we met—

staff and residents at Bay Area Services, Golden

House, and Dimensions Living–Green Bay. No HEA

handler needed. No script required. Just humanity
—delivering puppies to fellow adoring humans
with love, laughter, and full hearts.

And the impact continued. In addition to a

supporting financial donation from FCCU,

volunteers brought cases of water for HEA’s animal

care volunteer teams, made personal cash

contributions, and purchased HEA apparel to

continue spreading the message. One of the

organizers even expressed interest in more

opportunities to get involved—not as an obligation,

but because the mission really resonated with her.
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Meet Tammi and her daughter McKenna—HEA volunteers since 2008. They’ve

done it all: fostering, event planning, direct animal care—and Tammi has even

adopted more than once!

But until this May, they had never taken the wheel of HEA’s spay/neuter

transport van—which serves our high-quality, high-volume spay/neuter

program. And now that they have? They’d tell you it was worth every mile.
On the surface, the day-long commitment they made sounds exhausting.

And yes, by evening, they were tired. But more than anything, they were fulfilled,

because they were living out HEA’s mission to increase humanity’s capacity to

care for its companion animals.

As you ride along with Tammi and McKenna, ask yourself: what would you
do with a day like this?

Maybe you have Volunteer Time Off (VTO) just waiting to be invested.

Maybe you’re newly retired and seeking an occasional purpose-driven

opportunity.

Or maybe you—or someone you know—needs a cat fixed, and HEA’s rate of
$100 feels like an unbelievable gift.

However you see yourself, there’s a place for you here—behind the wheel, in the

passenger seat, or simply trusting HEA to deliver life-altering care to a cat in

your life.

Before we hit the road, a quick shout-out to Conway, Olejniczak & Jerry, S.C.

Thanks to their Volunteer-Time-Off benefit, Tammi was able to say yes to this

mid-week adventure. Not every company makes it possible to carve out a

weekday for service—but in Tammi’s case that benefit became a bridge to real

impact for companion animals.

For perspective, HEA’s transport van makes the trip to Precision Veterinary

Clinic in Madison, Wisconsin almost every week. And every time it does, the

impact is exponential.

On average, each vanload of cats prevents the equivalent of 3–4 years of
HEA’s annual feline intake. In 2024 alone, this program provided nearly 1,500

high-quality, low-cost surgeries and served more than 450 people—each one

committed to doing the right thing for a cat in their life.

LET’S HIT THE ROAD!
You might be surprised to learn that Tammi and McKenna’s day with HEA

started at 4 a.m. You might be even more surprised to know they weren’t the

only ones in the adoption center parking lot at that hour. Two fellow volunteers

were already there, coordinating a flurry of early-morning cat drop-offs from

members of the public.

By the time Tammi and McKenna got behind the wheel, the van had been

carefully loaded with 26 feline passengers—each one depending on them to

make the trip safely.

As is typical at that hour, the roads were quiet. The ride into Madison was

smooth, steady, and uneventful—just the way you'd want it with so much

precious cargo on board. Drop-off at the clinic went exactly as described:

efficient, professional, and deeply reassuring.
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ENJOYING MADISON
But here’s what might surprise you most: once the animals were

safely dropped off at the clinic, the rest of the day was theirs. And

they made the most of it. The work was important, but so was the
time they spent together as mother and daughter—girl talk and
endless laughter included.

They had plenty of time for breakfast and lunch together. They

found a little time to shop. They visited the Wisconsin State

Capitol. And they even got their nails done—it was practically a

girls’ day out!

HEADING NORTH
By early evening, they were back on the road with a van full of

sleepy, recovering passengers—every one of them now spayed or

neutered. That’s the power of this program.

Once out of Madison, Tammi and McKenna found themselves

reflecting. A long day? Yes. But more than that—it was a meaningful

day. A fulfilling one. And for Tammi, a worthwhile way to use her

Volunteer Time Off. Would they do it again? Absolutely!
To invest a single day and walk away knowing they helped

reduce future suffering, supported families, and prevented litters

from ever entering shelter care—beyond worth it!

GET BEHIND THE WHEEL
There’s a place for you in this work. And we’re saving you a seat—

maybe even behind the wheel.

If Tammi and McKenna’s experience has inspired you to learn

more, please visit heanokill.org/volunteer and click on the

Start Volunteering button.

GET CATS FIXED
If you’re looking for an affordable, completely

accessible, and immediately available spay/neuter

solution, visit heanokill.org/spayneuter.

http://heanokill.org/volunteer
https://heanokill.org/spayneuter
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In 2018, a moment at an animal
welfare conference shook our team
to the core. A presentation from
Best Friends Animal Society
revealed that 150 cats and dogs
were being euthanized in shelters
every hour across the U.S. That
number hit hard. It was more than a
statistic—it was a call to action.

That very moment sparked an idea:
what if we could reclaim those
hours and fill them with life? What if,
instead of loss, we could create
connection, love, and hope? That
idea became Hour of Love.

Hour of Love is now HEA’s largest
and most mission-critical
fundraising campaign each year,
and it’s even more critical this year.
Read on to learn why.  



WHY “HOUR” OF LOVE?
In 2018, a moment at an animal welfare

conference shook our team to the core.

A presentation from Best Friends

Animal Society revealed that 150 cats
and dogs were being euthanized in
shelters every hour across the U.S.
That number hit hard. It was more than

a statistic—it was a call to action.

That very moment sparked an idea:
what if we could reclaim those hours
and fill them with life? What if,

instead of loss, we could create

connection, love, and hope? That idea

became Hour of Love.

What began as a symbolic response to

a heartbreaking truth has grown into a

living, breathing community event.

Over the past six years, Hour of Love
has raised nearly $600,000, brought
thousands of people closer to this
mission, and reminded us all that
people—not systems—are the solution.

EVERYONE’S INVITED. EVERYONE‘S NEEDED.

WHY IT MATTERS
The pets we serve need more than shelter—they need love, care, and a

community that believes their lives are valuable. Hour of Love is a

celebration of that belief. It’s when the passion and generosity of this

pet-loving community combine to provide the resources necessary to

move HEA’s mission forward, increasing humanity’s capacity to care

for its companion animals.

WHY THIS YEAR MATTERS MORE THAN EVER
This year, Hour of Love carries extra weight. Two campaigns that fueled

our mission in 2024—Give BIG Green Bay and Dancing with Our Stars—

aren’t part of our 2025 lineup. Not because we didn’t want them to be,

but simply because that’s how community fundraising works:

participation rotates, and not every nonprofit is included each year. We

plan as thoughtfully as we can, but the absence of those dollars is real

—and the animals still depend on all of us to be there for them. That’s
where you—and every member of this compassionate community—
make the difference.

Together, those two campaigns generated nearly $140,000 last year.

While we don’t expect every supporter to help fill that gap alone, we do
want you to know just how critical this moment is. Hour of Love is

the chance for our community to come together and ensure the

animals still receive the care, love, and compassion they deserve.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE THROUGH HOUR OF LOVE

CUDDLE IN PERSON: Sign up for a session at HEA’s Adoption

Center in Green Bay, July 24–26. Every visit brings endless love to

the pets and raises awareness in the community.

SUPPORT REMOTELY: Use the online toolkit to spread the word,

organize your own Hour of Love, or fundraise on behalf of HEA. Your

voice carries the mission forward.

GIVE GENEROUSLY: Your donation sustains this work long after the

cuddles. Each dollar invested is a powerful act of love that fuels

root-cause solutions for the problems facing companion animals.

You can take any or all of these actions by visiting houroflove.org.

And by all means, invite others to join you!

There’s a special kind of magic that arrives at HEA each July. For three straight days, the Adoption Center is the place to

be. That's because it fills up with people who are there with only one thing in mind—loving on the dogs and cats. Step

inside and you'll quickly understand that Hour of Love is more than an event—it's a movement.

It all starts with a cuddle. A participant kneels down beside a dog who’s been waiting for connection. A child giggles

as a kitten curls into their lap. A first-time visitor looks into the eyes of a four-legged companion and feels something

shift. These are the moments that define Hour of Love—our most important campaign of the year.

 Each year, hundreds of people gather for this joyful, emotional, three-day experience (July 24–26 this year).
Some walk through our doors to cuddle cats and dogs in person. Others support from afar—rallying friends, raising

funds, or making gifts that make it all possible. However people choose to show up, the result is always the same:

compassion in action.

HOUROFLOVE.ORG



For the past six years, Hour of Love has included matching gifts—a popular

way to multiply impact and generate campaign momentum. But this year,

we’re making a change. We’re stepping away from the match. It sounds
crazy, right?!

HERE’S WHY WE MADE THIS DECISION
While a gift-matching strategy helped grow the Hour of Love campaign, it

also created behind-the-scenes complexity that strained our systems and

staff. We even switched fundraising platforms two years ago in an attempt

to reduce the administrative burden—and while it helped, it didn’t go far

enough. Managing and promoting the match took considerable time and

energy. Often, it pulled our focus away from promoting the most important

thing—the needs of the animals. Technology also complicated our ability to

recognize the generosity of our sponsors adequately, and it created

confusion for individuals who were using the peer-to-peer fundraising

functions. Ultimately, we made this decision through reflection and

experience.

So this year, we’re simplifying. Building on the trust we share, we’re

inviting you to do what you’ve always done: invest with your whole heart for
the dogs and cats.

Your gifts—and those of our sponsors—will all still be reflected in the

campaign total and count towards the goal. Hour of Love will still be powered

by generosity, by connection, by people. But we’re no longer relying on an

overly complicated and labor-intensive administrative effort to make it

happen.

We’re confident in this decision because we don’t need a match to build

momentum. We have you.

HEANOKILL .ORG |  SUMMER 2025 9

SCAN TO SPONSOR!

SCAN TO DONATE!

SCAN TO CUDDLE!

A CHANGE IN FORMAT: Simplifying for the mission

HOUROFLOVE.ORG

Note: Matching offers can be a valuable tool in nonprofit fundraising.

There will likely be times in the future that HEA chooses to leverage

matching donation offers for various fundraising initiatives. We

remain open to incorporating gift-matching opportunities in the

future as our tools, campaigns, and funding needs evolve.

MORE THAN A FUNDRAISER
Hour of Love is more than a fundraiser. It’s a celebration of the

undeniable belief that love, when put into motion, changes

lives.

Every cuddle. Every gift. Every social share. They’re all part of

a wave of compassion that builds something bigger than any

of us—a world where the life of every companion animal
matters...Every.Single.One.

YOU’RE INVITED!
Visit houroflove.org to sign up, to give, and to get involved.

This is your hour, your impact, and your moment to be part of

something extremely important to the lives of cats and dogs.
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This story captures a moment in time during Chief’s foster journey. What follows reflects the experience of an extraordinary 24-hour period.

This local effort exemplifies HEA's commitment to rehabilitation—providing the gift of time to a dog or cat to allow them to become who

they were meant to be.

UNDERSTANDING THEIR PAST
They looked like "normal" dogs, but they had lived the majority of

their lives with very little, if any, socialization. In short, they were

terrified of people.

Three canine brothers—Scrappy, Dillinger, and Chief—entered

HEA's care in January 2023. When they arrived, their eyes told an

identical story; all three dogs were fearful and uncertain.

Chief, the most fearful of the trio, struggled the most to trust.

While Dillinger and Scrappy, in time, began their cautious steps

toward human bonds, Chief stayed guarded. He shrank from touch,

avoided eye contact, and retreated into the safety of his routine.

But quietly, he began to trust a few of his caretakers. One in

particular won glimpses of the dog hidden beneath all his fur. She

saw the sweet, goofy soul within.

We knew their path to healing would be slow, but it's important

to recognize that dogs like Chief need more than just food and

shelter. They need time. They need patience. They need people who

are willing to be their champions in a world that has always felt

unsafe.

SOMETHING MORE
For nearly two years, Chief stayed in HEA’s care as he found comfort

and gained courage. He stuck to his routines, but we knew that

what he truly needed was something more.

In November 2024, Chief stepped into the next chapter of his

story when he moved into a foster home. Dillinger joined him in

this new adventure, and together they began the slow work of

adjusting to something rare in their lives before HEA’s care: a home

filled with patience, kindness, and love.

His foster mom knew that earning Chief’s trust would take time,

so she set up a quiet, safe room just for him and Dillinger. It was

their sanctuary—in a home—where they could decompress and get

used to their new world. It was slow going at first; Chief preferred

the solitude of his space, hesitant to venture out into the unknown.

It took him months before he’d allow a tentative stroke of his fur

from his foster mom. But with that touch came the first spark of

trust.

The milestones trickled in one by one. Chief began letting his

foster mom pick him up. He stopped running away when she

walked into the room. He’d sit nearby, not cuddled up against her,

but close enough to feel her presence. To the world, these might

seem like small steps. But for Chief, each moment of bravery was

monumental. His foster mom celebrated every victory, no matter

how quiet or small.

Top to bottom: Scrappy, Dillinger, Chief
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Still, the road wasn’t without doubt.

Along the way, his foster mom

admitted she wasn’t sure he’d ever

be adoptable. Chief had come so far,

but he wasn’t a dog who sought

affection or craved constant

companionship. Maybe, she

thought, this was the furthest he’d

come. Maybe Chief's ability to trust

had a ceiling.

THE LEAP
But just when it seemed Chief had

settled into his routine, he surprised

everyone. After 160 days—more than

five months—in his foster home,

Chief decided he was ready to take

the next step.

While his foster mom was

making her bed on the afternoon of

Friday, April 11, Chief bounded into

the room with an energy she had

rarely seen before. When she

playfully patted the bed, she didn’t

expect much—just a moment of

playfulness. Then, to her

amazement, Chief leapt onto the

bed. It was as though he had

crossed a bridge built from

patience, love, and gentle

encouragement.

She grabbed her phone to capture

the moment, only for him to jump

off in pursuit. But what happened

next made her heart swell even

more. When she returned to the

bedroom, Chief jumped up on the

bed again, this time completely on

his own. It was a small thing,

perhaps, for most dogs. But for

Chief, it was a triumph.

That jump represented every hour

of patience his foster mom and

former caretakers had invested. It

was the culmination of more than

two years of care, thousands of

subtle reassurances, and the belief

that love can transform even the

most fearful heart.

That quiet victory was certainly a

high point of Chief’s time in his

foster home—but what happened

next was something that not even

his foster mom could have

predicted. And it moved her to tears.

WAKING UP WITH CHIEF
After jumping on the bed for the first

time, the rest of the day was pretty

typical. As evening set in, Chief

followed his typical bedtime routine,

retreating to the comfort of his safe

room—just as he had every night

since arriving in foster care.

But sometime in the stillness of

the night, something shifted in

Chief. Maybe it was curiosity, maybe

it was courage, or perhaps it was the

newfound joy he had felt earlier that

day when he had jumped onto his

foster mom's bed for the first time.

Whatever it was, Chief decided to

leap not just onto the bed, but into

something even bigger… trust.

When his foster mom woke up the

next morning, she called out to her

dogs and Chief’s brother, Dillinger,

the usual cue to start their morning

routine. “Are you ready to go potty?”

she asked, expecting her usual crew

to stretch and prepare for the day.

But before she could even sit up to

start moving, something incredible

happened.

Up from the foot of her bed sprang

Chief, his tail wagging like never

before, his positive energy bubbling

over. He wasn’t just awake—he was

thrilled to greet the day. Chief wasn’t

his usual reserved, unsure self. He

was hopping, bouncing, tail wagging

away, ready to take on the day and

play.

She couldn’t believe her eyes.

Chief had never slept in a bed with a

human before. He had curled up on

the couch and slept there with his

favorite caretaker, but never in a bed

or with his foster mom. He rarely sat

on the couch with her.

At some point during the late

hours of the night, he quietly

stepped out of his room, padded

down the hallway, and made the

brave decision to join her. Without a

sound, without hesitation, Chief had

climbed into her bed, curled up at

her feet, and spent his first night in

a bed surrounded by warmth, safety,

and love.
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I’M READY FOR YOU
It was the kind of moment that left her both teary-eyed and laughing. Here he was, the shy dog who had once avoided touch

and retreated into solitude, now bounding around her bed as if to say, “I’m ready! I’m ready for this! I’m ready for you!”
This wasn’t just a milestone. It was a transformation, and while it was months in the making, it seemingly happened

overnight. Chief, who had taken so many hesitant steps forward, as if afraid to trust too much, had decided to leap. And in

doing so, he gave his foster mom the greatest gift of all–the proof that love, patience, and unwavering devotion changed his

life.

For his foster mom, the reward of fostering has always been clear. It wasn’t about picture-perfect moments. It was about

this. It was about waking up to find a shy dog who had quietly climbed into her life (and her bed!), who had chosen to trust her

—even when the world told him not to.

And for Chief? It was about those small, brave steps that led to love. His story is still unfolding, and who knows what he’ll

accomplish tomorrow. But after 657 days of waiting, healing, and hoping, Chief is finally learning what it means to wake up

safe, happy, and comfortable in a home.

THE POWER OF FOSTERING
Chief’s story is one of transformation—not just his own, but the

transformation made possible through fostering. His journey

reminds us that sometimes the most meaningful changes happen

slowly, in quiet rooms, and with patient hearts. And Chief is proof
that no dog is too fearful to find their way.

IN THE DAYS SINCE
Chief and Dillinger continued to thrive in their foster home—

welcoming new house guests, meeting older children, and living a

full-fledged, spoiled life. Their brother Scrappy (now known as Sami)

was recently adopted. Before his adoption, Sami also spent a few

weeks in a foster home.

And perhaps the best news of all, at the time this article was

written, Chief was just days away from being adopted. He plans to

spend the rest of his days with one his very first—and most favorite—

caretakers at HEA. His new mom is the one who "won glimpses of the

dog hidden beneath all his fur. She saw the sweet, goofy soul within."

When Chief leaves the foster nest for the love that awaits him,

Dillinger will be ready and waiting for his next chapter to begin. And

like Chief, he's ready!

COULD YOU BE THEIR BRIDGE TO A BETTER TOMORROW?
For anyone considering fostering an animal like Chief, or any animal in general, know this:

you don’t just give them shelter; you give them hope. You don’t just offer them love;
you teach them to believe in it. And as Chief has shown us, that belief changes

everything.

You could be the one to help a dog or a cat learn what life is like to be loved and cherished.

You could be the one to help them find their happily ever after.

Chief would tell you, in his own excited little way, it’s more than worth it!

To get started on your own foster journey, visit heanokill.org/foster.



LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
We love looking across the Adoption

Center parking lot to admire the

illuminated 'G' on the south end zone of

Lambeau Field. After all, HEA is the only

companion animal welfare

organization in the world with such a

view. But sometimes, our unique

location presents unique challenges.

This was one of them—and one like

we've never experienced before.

Heading into 2025, we were well

aware that the NFL Draft would be

happening in late April just a mile away

in the Lambeau Field parking lot. What

we didn’t know was exactly how HEA’s

operations would be impacted. But

after attending multiple community

listening sessions, we knew enough:

access to the animals was going to be

limited at best.

And compromising their care? That’s
not something we’re willing to do
under any circumstance.

BUILDING THE PLAN
We needed to act. So instead of

planning around road closures and

trying to shuttle volunteers in and out,

we knew what we needed to do—step

into our mission to increase

humanity's capacity to care for its

companion animals.

Once we understood the dilemma

the goal became obvious. We gathered

our staff to build a plan for a first-of-

its-kind draft—The HEA Foster Draft.

In addition to football-themed decor,

endless football jargon built into our

communications and promotion, and a

fantasy-football inspired draft-day

format, the plan included a foster
home for every animal in our care and
the support of a foster mentor for
every foster family that raised their
hand to help.
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DRAFT DAY INSIDER
The NFL draft begins with the announcement that the draft is officially open,

typically by the Commissioner. Ours started with a missing helmet.

When it came time to draw team names to decide draft order for the foster

dog draft, we realized we’d left the official draft helmet at home. One clever

foster dad suggested we use his hat—on one condition: he’d get the first pick.

Nice try, but no bribes allowed at the HEA Foster Draft!

So instead of a helmet, we stirred the slips containing the team names

around on the table. And wouldn’t you know it? Fate stepped in. The very first

name we drew was the hat owner himself. He jumped to his feet and proudly

announced his pick: Arctic.

By 3:15 p.m. that same day, his application to adopt Arctic was already in our

inbox.

Arctic was officially drafted and “signed” (adopted) by April 21. Judging by

this photo, this team was meant to be. Since being drafted, Arctic has even

acquired a middle initial—J. This little detail will always tie back to this day

and the Packers all-time leading tackler, A.J. Hawk.



HERE’S HOW WE DID IT
We kicked things off with a very social

media post that clearly outlined the

problem and solution. We felt pretty

confident that we would be able to

secure the needed foster families, but

what happened when we pushed the

"post" button exceeded our wildest

expectations! This is exactly what we

posted.

MARCH 26, 2025

MAJOR HEA OPERATIONAL UPDATEï

PREFACE: Just as Green Bay WI has a

community-owned football team, HEA

is owned by the community. We're

honored and humbled that you

believe in HEA's mission. Donations of

money, supplies, and volunteer time

are our literal lifeblood. This post

contains an urgent request related to

the impact on HEA's daily operations

that we are anticipating during next

month's NFL Draft. This particular

need demands the support of the very

community that is built upon.... well,

being an all-around amazing

community!

THE PROBLEM: Our location. Our

location is the problem. We love our

location! �� In fact, we're the only

companion animal welfare

organization in the world located in

the shadows of Lambeau Field. We're

so close, we can see the 'G' on the

south end zone from our parking lot!

However, during the NFL Draft our

proximity to Lambeau Field is likely to

have a significant impact on our daily

operations. Based on the village

planning meetings that we've

attended, access in and around our

location is expected to be very

challenging for our volunteers and

staff during the Draft.

Understanding this, we've kept one

non-negotiable in front of us while

planning for the 2025 NFL Draft—

MAKE SURE THE DOGS AND CATS
RECEIVE THE CARE THEY NEED. %²
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THE PLAN: Find a short-term

temporary foster home for every pet

prior to the NFL Draft. We are not

planning to reduce intake before or

after the Draft. In short, we do not

want the Draft to disrupt the

important work of HEA's mission—

there are lives depending on us!

Therefore, it’s critical that we find

temporary homes for everyone prior

to the Draft.

THE NEED: In addition to families

who are already fostering for HEA, we

anticipate that we will need at least
40 new foster homes to

successfully complete this critical

mission. (Even if you are not

personally able to foster, please tell

someone—maybe even everyone—

you know about this urgent need.)

Help by visiting:

heanokill.org/foster.

Again, we need every animal who is

being cared for by HEA during the

NFL Draft to have a foster family (we

need to empty the shelter)!!

THE SOLUTION: People. People are
the solution. Please share this far

and wide so we can watch our inbox

light up with people who are willing

to help!

THE PERKS: Here are a number of

reasons that you might consider

joining HEA's foster roster during

the NFL Draft...

¹ This opportunity offers a very

short-term commitment.

� You'll be fully supported by HEA's

team of foster mentors.

- HEA provides all supplies (at no

cost to you).

D Each foster team receives one

complimentary, HEA branded, draft-

themed t-shirt (additional available

for purchase).

� As a member of humanity, you'll

be increasing capacity to change

lives! 

TAKE ACTION: àTo get started, visit

heanokill.org/foster.

THE RESPONSE
That one post was shared 743
times. In just 3 days, more than 130

families had raised their hand to

help. We had to shut our signup

forms off because the willingness to

help was in excess of what we could

manage—a great problem to have.

The need was met with just a
single social media post.

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT
We hosted in-person foster

orientation and draft-day sessions

on April 12 & 13. The following

weekend participating families

started bringing the dogs and cats

to their temporary homes.

FOR PERSPECTIVE
Prior to the NFL Draft, we had 42

cats and dogs living with 24

foster families.

During the NFL Draft, there were

127 cats and dogs living with 73
foster families—a tripling of
care happening outside of the
shelter system.

Let’s all give ourselves a pat on the

back—this is a BIG deal!



REFLECTION: WHY CAN’T IT ALWAYS BE THIS WAY?
In the days after the dogs and cats were settled in with their

foster families, we paused for reflection (and photos). We were

experiencing a silent shelter—clean and still. It was a
moment of triumph, not for us, but for the animals and
everyone who answered the call.

In that very moment, dozens of animals were experiencing

life in homes, surrounded by love. And those same families

were discovering the quiet joy of making room for one more.

As we stood in silence—no barking, no meowing, no

requests for "cleanup in kennel 4,"—we had to ask ourselves a

question, a really important question:

"Why can't it always be this way?"

WE’RE DRAFTING HUMANITY
Together, we can make sure the shelter

is empty—not just for special

occasions, but always.

If you missed HEA's first ever foster

draft, the game is far from over. Visit

heanokill.org/foster to join the team.

MORE THAN A SPORTS CELEBRATION
Draft Week became more than a sports celebration—it became a celebration of empathy, trust, and shared responsibility. This

was more than a logistical response. It was a glimpse into what’s possible when community care becomes the default—not

the backup plan. The HEA Foster Draft was a living example of what our mission looks like in action: increasing
humanity’s capacity to care for its companion animals.
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In the weeks following HEA’s biggest-ever foster push, we
reached out to the Foster Mentors who helped make it
possible. For context, Foster Mentors are volunteers who
have fostered animals themselves and stepped into a role
supporting new fosters—helping them feel welcomed,
prepared, confident, and connected during their time with a
cat or dog. We asked the mentors what it felt like to be
invited into that role, what they found most rewarding, and
what they learned through the experience. Their answers
reveal the kind of humanity that’s just waiting to be invited.

ERIN’S EXPERIENCE
“I love fostering,” Erin shared, “so having the opportunity to
share my knowledge with others and guide them through
the journey was incredibly fulfilling.” For her, the Draft
experience became something bigger than individual
adoptions—it became a demonstration of what’s possible
when people come together around a common cause. “Every
adoption felt like a win, not just for the animal, but for the
entire network of people who made it happen.”

“As soon as we decided that every animal would need a
foster home for the NFL Draft, I knew we needed additional
help. Supporting three times as many foster homes was
going to be more than I could handle on my own. But I also
knew that if we trusted and invited some of our experienced
fosters to guide others, everything would fall into place.”
—Riley Cheevers, HEA Foster Program Manager

Mentors.Mentors.
Left to right HEA’s NFL Draft Foster Mentors (volunteers): Jen Dash, Megan Stodola, Morgan Pichler, and Erin Roethlisberger
Also pictured: Riley Cheevers – Foster & Spay/Neuter Program Manager, Amanda Reitz – HEA’s Founder and Animal Care Manager

MEET THE SUPPORTIVE HEARTS
BEHIND HEA’S FOSTER DRAFT SUCCESS

What stood out most to Erin was the community’s readiness.

“There’s a deep well of compassion all around us,” she said. “It

reminded me that kindness and passion are contagious, and

fostering that spirit—pun intended—leads to real change.”

MEGAN’S WORDS 
Megan was honored to be asked. “It made me feel that my

contributions as an HEA dog foster were validated,” she said.

“Helping others filled my cup. I was able to be that backbone of

support for the organization, and that felt good.”

JEN’S WISDOM
Over the last five years, Jen’s family has fostered more than

200 animals with HEA. “Being asked meant someone

recognized that I had knowledge to share,” Jen reflected.

“Stepping into a mentorship role brought a new kind of

responsibility. I especially loved the appreciation from the new

foster families.”

MORGAN’S PERSPECTIVE
“I was humbled to be thought of as someone who’d be a good

fit,” Morgan noted. “I love being part of the HEA family, and

anything I can do to help, I always try to do.” She loved seeing

new fosters experience the same sense of purpose that she

finds in fostering. “It was so rewarding to see others feel that

same joy.”

This experience did more than expand a foster program. It

expanded what we believed was possible. We learned that

people are ready, willing, and when given a chance to lead

they’ll bring others with them. All we have to do is trust, ask,
and let compassion take the lead.



In the busy weeks leading up to the NFL Draft, our

team at HEA was focused—as always—on the

animals. As the days rapidly disappeared from

the calendar in preparation for HEA’s very first

“Foster Draft,” the idea of organizing a formal

parking plan barely made the list. But we had an

empty parking lot nestled just under a mile from

Lambeau Field—and we had an idea.

We decided to take a simple approach—one

that would invite humanity to invest in a quiet

and purposeful way.

To put our idea into action, we made just three

posts on Facebook letting the community know

there was parking available at our Green Bay

location during Draft weekend. No paid ads. No

flashy campaign. Just a heartfelt message, a few

QR codes, and a note that donations were

optional—but appreciated.

And then something beautiful happened—our

loyal Facebook community shared those posts a

combined 845 times. That was the spark. Word

spread. Fans showed up with purpose—and they

came from everywhere.

No one was there to monitor the lot. No one

was collecting cash. A widely shared social media

post, clear signage, and the generosity of pet

lovers resulted in $815 being donated on Day 1

alone.

And in the middle of a media frenzy—where

hundreds of draft-related stories competed for

attention—local TV station WFRV noticed

something different about what was happening

at HEA. After they discovered our humble and

simple effort through one of our Facebook posts,

they covered our story. That moment of

recognition, in the midst of national coverage

and nonstop headlines, spoke to just how special

this parking event was. WFRV’s feature helped

amplify the momentum—and the kindness kept

coming.

Rain rolled in on Day 2, but it didn’t stop

people who love animals—another $470 was

raised. And by Saturday, the lot was buzzing all

day long.

After Day 3 wrapped up, we announced the 3-

day total. Well, actually, HEA Foster Draft dog

Daisy and her temporary canine brother Cash

starred in our fourth and final Facebook post.

Their message and the accompanying photo

follow.

APRIL 27, 2025

“Drumroll, please... The final total from HEA’s 3-day NFL Draft parking

event is in! (Hint: It's more than $2,000!) And who better to help us

announce the result than this dynamic duo: Daisy (brown and white)

and her goatee-sporting pal, Cash—who, by the way, was adopted from

HEA in 2023! Now, listen closely to Daisy’s clever message:

"Thank you for ‘supporting’ HEA with so much ‘Cash’ during the Draft!”

Thanks to your kindness and generosity, the 3-day total reached an

incredible $2,130! Everyone at HEA is humbled and honored to be

supported in so many wonderful ways by fans of companion animals.

You certainly know how to make a difference!!

From everyone at HEA—THANK YOU and GO PACK GO!“

MORAL OF THE STORY
While the quick $2,000 made a

meaningful difference in HEA’s

mission, this was about so

much more than parking.

It was about a belief—that
when you trust people with
something that matters, they
rise to the moment.

No gates. No pressure. No

enforcement. Just purpose. And
it worked.

Trust is a strategy—one that

can feel risky and, at times,

requires conscious effort. But

it’s also a reflection of how we

choose to see the world. At HEA,

we choose to believe in the

goodness of people. And during

the NFL Draft, thanks to all of

you, that belief was rewarded in

full.
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Throughout their lives, these wonderful companions received a lifetime

commitment filled with love, love, and more love provided by HEA’s staff,

volunteers, and donors who are creating a world where the life of every

companion animal matters...Every.Single.One.

With another calendar year behind us, it’s comforting to reflect on the

memories we cherish. Let’s take a moment to honor the seven cats and dogs

who found new life after crossing the Rainbow Bridge while in HEA’s care

during 2024.

The words in memory of each animal were shared by members of HEA’s

volunteer community. Their love knows no boundaries and has no end—
always and forever.

Millie (14) - She loved to have her head pet—she’d even dance for such attention! Such a beautiful girl.

Boo (18) - Boo Man, Boo Boo, you

were a gem. a buddy, an escape

artist, and the food-sampling

expert. You’re thought of often—

especially during feeding time.

Ping (11) - Beautiful and bold, she

loved her special food. She never

craved touch, but she always made

her presence known.

Friday (14) - Once cautious, Friday

discovered she loved to be

brushed—and when pet, she'd

follow for more. A silent sweetheart

with a heart full of quiet progress.

Will (17) - Oh Wilbur—how he LOVED

his Pup-Peronis! Soulful eyes, a

strong spirit, and always up for a

walk. The best model, the best boy.

His determination never waned.

Run free, bud.
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Dottie (1 yr 7 mos) - An absolute

sweetheart with chubby cheeks—

earned her the nickname “Sweet

Cheeks.” A gentle soul, loved

cuddles, and carried a quiet grace

that everyone felt. Deeply missed.

Lanie (13) - She loved birdwatching,

slow blinks from a safe distance,

and her best friend, Ikea. Her

airplane ears and watchful spirit

are missed.  



YEAR 2024 3-YEAR TOTAL

# OF ANIMALS 599 2,045

# OF FAMILIES 510 1,699

YEAR 2024 3-YEAR TOTAL

# OF ANIMALS 453 1,532

# OF FOSTER HOMES 76 219

WE’RE ON A MISSION TO INCREASE HUMANITY’S CAPACITY TO CARE FOR ITS COMPANION ANIMALS.

YEAR 2024 3-YEAR TOTAL

# OF ANIMALS 1,493 5,587

# OF PARTICIPANTS 464 1,146

YEAR 2024 3-YEAR TOTAL

# OF HOURS 28,985 86,162

*# OF VOLUNTEERS 229 626

HOURS VOLUNTEERED BY HUMANITY

HEA’s Annual Impact Report – 2024

FOSTERED BY HUMANITY

SPAYED/NEUTERED BY HUMANITY

ADOPTED BY HUMANITY

Every hour matters, every action matters, every dog and cat’s life matters—and every person’s contributions
matter. This report highlights how HEA’s mission is driving progress: more animals finding safety, more
families welcoming companions, and more people empowered to care. Each figure reflects our shared role
in building a more compassionate world for companion animals.

*The # of volunteers includes anyone who is enrolled in HEA’s formal volunteer program. Additional
volunteers support HEA’s mission in various ways each year.

About the data: The # of people reported in each category represents the number of people who engaged with HEA’s mission in the specific
ways noted during 2024. The 3-year total represents the number of people who engaged with HEA’s mission in 2022, 2023, and 2024.



People are the solution.
CREATE LASTING CHANGE FOR COMPANION ANIMALS.

Happily Ever After Animal Sanctuary
E5714 Bork Road
Marion, WI 54950

If you are moving, receiving duplicate copies of this publication, or wish to be removed from our mailing list, please contact us by email at donate@heanokill.org.

MAKE A DONATION
Because HEA receives no funding from federal, state, or local governments, it’s
the kindness and generosity of people that make this noble mission possible.
Every gift is creating a world where the life of every companion animal matters...
Every. Single. One. heanokill.org/donate

PLAN YOUR LEGACY
Including HEA in your will, estate plan, or as a beneficiary is a powerful way to
ensure your compassion lives on—and it's easier than you might think. You can
even create a free will that's valid in all 50 states. heanokill.org/legacygiving

MATCH YOUR GIFT
Many employers match their employees’ charitable gifts. Your impact doubles—
sometimes even triples—when your employer matches your generosity. Unsure
where to start? Ask your HR or Finance Dept. heanokill.org/matchyourgift

SHARE A MEMORY OR TRIBUTE
Celebrate the life of a special person or beloved companion by making a
memorial or tribute gift that carries their love forward and creates lasting hope
for more companion animals. heanokill.org/makeagift

PLAN A MONTHLY DONATION
Monthly gifts sustain our work all year long and ensure every animal has the
care, safety, and love they deserve. It’s simple to set up and makes an impact
every single day. heanokill.org/monthlydonation

Ways to Take Action

WE’RE ON A MISSION TO INCREASE HUMANITY’S CAPACITY TO CARE FOR ITS COMPANION ANIMALS.

ONLINE
heanokill.org

GET A CAT SPAYED/NEUTERED
You’ll appreciate our high-quality $100
spay/neuter surgeries. No application.
Available now. heanokill.org/spayneuter

ADOPT
Find your newest family member at HEA.
heanokill.org/dogs or heanokill.org/cats

FOSTER
Be the reason animals spend less time in
shelters. heanokill.org/foster

VOLUNTEER
Explore available volunteer opportunities.
heanokill.org/volunteer

CONTACT US
heanokill.org/contactus

SANCTUARY
E5714 Bork Road
Marion, WI 54950

ADOPTION CENTER
2255 Fox Heights Lane
Green Bay, WI 54304

Happily Ever After Animal Sanctuary, Inc is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (EIN #20-4031006). DONATE SPAY/NEUTERFOLLOW ON FB

https://heanokill.org/spayneuter
https://heanokill.org/spayneuter
https://heanokill.org/spayneuter
https://heanokill.org/spayneuter

